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S E R M ON. 


EZEKIEL, Chap. XXXVIIl. Ver. 23. 


I will ſave them out of all their Dwelling-Places, wherein they have 


fanned, and will cleanſe them ; fo ſhall they be my People, and * 
will be their God. | 


TT may juſtly be eſteemed the moſt diſtinguiſhing Excellence 


A of our holy Religion, that it doth not more powerfully deter 
the obſtinate Sinner, by the Denunciations of Puniſhment, than it 


encourages the humble Penitent by the Promiſe of Forgiveneſs, 
The avenging Spirit leſs frequently appears, than the Angel of 
Mercy ; and we are every where rather invited to turn from our 


evil Ways, by the gentler Voice of Compaſſion, than alarmed 
by the awful Threatenings of Wrath and Condemnation. 


B ET NE The 


„ 

The Language of the Text, affords Conſolation to thoſe, who 
have felt the Anguiſh of vicious Purſuits; and who wiſh to 
return to the Paths of Virtue and Peace, which they had un- 
happily deſerted. —It may, in a general Senſe, be conſidered as a 
gentle Admonition to all who have wandered from the right 
Way, not to perſiſt in a forbidden Courſe, but immediately to- 


forſake it: — Not to grow hardened from the Deſpair of Mercy, 


but to regard Repentance as ſtill available, and the Door of 
: Salvation as ſtill o OPEN. 


In a particular Application of the Text, to thoſe who have 


been admitted into the Society of this Houſe, it may well be 


regarded, as an Aſſurance iſſuing from the Lips of ſovereign. 
Mercy, that there is no Degree of Depravity in the preſent State, 
beyond the Limits of divine Forgiveneſs; but that a contrite 
Heart, trembling at the fad Review of its Offences, and ſtruggling 


to be relieved from the Load of Guilt which oppreſſes it, may 
find Comfort in the Hope of that Liberty it pants to enjoy, and 
of being cleanſed from the * which it beholds with 


Shame and Remorſe. 


To Minds thus impreſſed with the Senſe of Sin, and melted 


with ingenuous Sorrow, this conciliatory Paſſage — ] will fave 
« them out of all their dwelling Places, wherein they have ſinned, 
„and will cleanſe them; ſo ſhall they be my People, and I will 
« be their God,” — may be ſuppoſed to convey the following 
Meſſages of heavenly Compaſſion. — Though you have been 
« ſeduced from your native Innocence, and for a while, may 
% have forgotten that Modeſty which is the lovelieſt Ornament 
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„of your Sex, and the great Auxiliary of Virtue ; though you 
% may have been inadvertently allured from the Abodes of 
Honour, to the Habitations of Infamy : — Though in the 
« former you have left a Parent's Heart breaking with Anguiſh; 


and found nothing in the latter to ſupport your own. — Yet 
ſtill is the Door of Mercy open to receive you; and if your 
«© Repentance be indeed fincere— if you are reſolved to enter on 
« a new Courſe of Life, and to purſue other Objects than thoſe 
« which have hitherto enſnared your ſteps, then will I reſcue 
« you from the Dwellings of Shame and Pollution, wherein ye 
« have ſinned; and after having tried your Sincerity, and eſta- 


cc 


* bliſhed your Virtue in the Houſe of Penitence, — will once 


* more honour you with the Appellation of my People, and again 
* condeſcend to be called your God. 


The Words which I have Rn as the Ground of this Diſ- 


| comſe, juſtify their preſent Application. They are not delivered 


in the vindictive Language of an incenſed Power, eager to puniſh 


and ripe to deſtroy ; but breathe the gentle Spirit of a Father, 


who in “ Wrath remembereth Mercy: — Who “ pities his 


Children,“ when wandering in the thorny Wilderneſs of Sin, 
where they “ pierce their Souls with many Sorrows,” and give 
that Wound to the Spirit which none can bear: And who calls 
on them by every Argument that can convince the Underſtanding, 


and every Motive that can engage the Heart, to return to the 
« Path of Life;” where ** inſtead of the Thorn ſhall come up 
* the Fir Tree, and inſtead of the Briar the Myrtle :” — Where 


the ſweet Conſolations of Virtue will aſſuage the pungent Senſe 
of Guilt, and Honour will ſucceed Diſgrace. 


Though 
* Iſaiah Xxxv. 13» 


TT 
Though the Gofpel is totally irreconcileable with Vice in every 
Form ; and though 2ll its Precepts and all its Sanctions carry 
Terror to the guilty Heart, yet it only alarms in order to convert : 


and while it wounds, it prepares the Balm to heal. It calls 


Sinners to Repentance; and forbids the greateſt to deſpair of 
Mercy. It's gracious Language is“ repent and be converted, 
«« that your Sins may be blotted out.” 


Thoſe who have imbibed moſt of the Spirit which it breathes, 


and who moſt nearly reſemble the Examples it recommends, are 


moſt ſincerely concern'd, like their divine Maſter, the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, © to ſeek and to ſave them that are loſt:” — To 
ſnatch the ſpotted Soul from that Deſperation into which Shame, 
Remorſe, and fearful Anxiety, too frequently precipitate the 


hopeleſs Offender :—To fave the ſelf- condemned Criminals from 
themſelves; and without flattering them with delufive Hopes, 
prevent them from falling Sacrifices to yet more deluſive 


prehenſions. 


To the Charity now recommended to your Support, the Pre- 
cepts of the Goſpel are not leſs auſpicious than the common 


Dictates of Humanity; and it is only neceſſary to look around 


this Metropolis, of which almoſt every Street is crowded with 
Female Yourh, enſnared even till they become the Enſnarers, 


to be convinced of the Utility, and to aſcertain the Praiſe which 
i u7 due to an Inſtitution formed on fo Chriſtian· like a Plan. 


* Ads iii 19. 


If ever the human Condition felt a Puniſhment, proportioned 
to the Vices which produced it's Diſgrace and Miſery, it is that 


Condition 
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Condition which it is the Object of this benevolent Inſtitution to 


relieve. — Is there a Diſtreſs, — is there an Indignity, — nay, 
is there a (ſhameleſs Brutality, to which its. unhappy Victims are 
not ſubject ? — Reputation, Connections, Health, Eaſe and 


Comfort: — all that makes Life honourable, and all that ren- 


ders it pleaſant, forfeited and loſt! — And in the ſtead of theſe 
deſireable Bleffings, hat do they poſſeſs — but diſgraceful Aſſo- 


Cilations, an abhorced and polluted Name; every Species of Diſ- ” 
_ eaſe, Adverſity, and Infamy ? — The Dweiling Places where 
they have ſinned are the Receptacles of Wretches who exiſt in 


flothful Luxury, upon the Crimes of others: — their Retreats 


by Day ſuch as beſt ſeclude them from the Eye of an indignant 
World : and their Haunts by Night — to the Darkneſs and 
us of their Characters, SE RT 


Ws this only a ſingular me La ons 8 helplefs I Indi- 
viduals, Pity might well take an Intereſt in their Fate, and drop 
a Tear over their Misfortunes. — But when we know by melan-' 
choly Proof, that Thouſands are involved in the Wretchedneſs 
which is here only imperfectly delineated, ſurely the ' hardeſt 
Heart muſt be ſoftened by Compaſſion, and be ready to bleſs an 


Inſtitution which deprives the Vicious of the Plea of Neceſſity; 
and leaves them without Excuſe, if they perſevere in the Path 
which they have fo ny iN ng to forſake. 


Here, therefore, let me entreat you to depoſit of that Treaſure, 


with which Heaven hath bleſſed you, for the ſake of making you | 
a Bleffing to others. Nor think that we prophane the holy 


Ground of Religion, when in this facred Place we implore your 
C 92 


10 
Compaſſion for the moſt wretched of human Beings. = We 
follow the nobleſt and pureſt Examples : — We conform to that 


holy Word, by which, at a Tribunal more awful than that of 


man, we ſhall ourſelves be judged, when we have Compaſſion- 
« on the Ignorant, and on them that are out of the Way ;" and 
when that Compaſſion dath not expire in plaintive Exclamations- 
or mournful Sighs ; but is ſubſtantiated by. Exertions, and con- 


firmed. by Actions, worthy of a Principle that bears the. Name, 


and claims the Character, of Chriſtian — 


The general Utility nd perdenter Excellencies of the Charity, 


which we are now aſſembled to ſupport—have been ſo frequently: 
and fo eloquently diſplayed on theſe Occaſions, that it would be 
ſuperfluous to produce them afreſh; nor could I hope. to give: 
them new Force or Embelliſhment, by additional Arguments or: 
Illuſtrations; yet it is impoſſible wholly to paſs over a Subject ſo 
delightful to the true Lover of human Kind,. and of that Mercy: 
which is the moſt illuſtrious. Ornament of the Chriſtian Religion. 


The Admits which reſult from this tome and admirable 
Inſtitution ;—An Inſtitution boaſting for its PA RONESS, a Cha- 
rater of the firſt and moſt auguſt Diſtinction, for Preheminence in 
_ Virtue as well as Rank—and who adorns Religion as ſhe dignifies 
Royalty: It's Advantages are too numerous not to be perceived, 
and too important not to be admired ; however the cold and rigid 
may with- hold the Tribute of their Acknowledgement, and al- 
though there may be thoſe, who, affecting a ſuperior delicacy of 
Sentiment, may throw out invidious Reflections on its Tendency ; 
and | under the Pretence of preſerving the Decorum of Society and 


diſcouraging 


E 


diſcouraging Vice, bar the Gates of — even againſt Re- 
pentance and Reformation. 


But * may be the Blindnei⸗ of Ignorance, the Sug- 
geſtions of Avarice, the Pretence of Diſſipation, or the Colour- 
ings of falſe Zeal, all conſpiring to miſrepreſent the Deſign, 


Principles and Regulations of this Charity, it finds its Security, 


in its own excellent Conftitution : And the good Effects that 
have already flowed from it, as well as the Good it is ſtill calcu-- 


lated to beſtow and promote, is the beſt Anſwer that can be given. 
to thoſe, who coldly ballance between one Scruple and another, 


till thay are afraid to do any poſitive Good, leſt ſome 7 | 


Evil ſhould n out of it. 


But I truſt I am addrefſ ng myſelf to thoſe, whoſe Minds are: 


formed on more liberal Principles ; who feel and cheriſh the Im» 
pulſes of Benevolence, and when fit Objects of it are pointed out, 
give the © genial Current” its full and free Courſe, and conſider. 


the Cry of — as the Call of Heaven. 


Thoſe indeed, who have felt the Struggle between virtuous - 
and vicious Conduct — between a Life of Regularity and Intem-- 
perance — can beſt. conceive the Anguiſh of the Soul that is at 


variance with itſelf — where the Fleſh and the Spirit, Con- 


ſcience and Paſſion, like two contending Elements in Nature, 
hold War with each other, and in the dreadful Conflict rend the 

Heart aſunder; — Theſe know, alas, too fatally, the worth of 

Virtue, like the Value of Health, by the- Loſs of it: — they 
feel, by melancholy Experience, how dreadful it is, when 
the Soul arouſed from the Dreams of falſe Happineſs — that 
Happineſs which Sin dreſſes in tranſient Colours, that fade and 


5 
wither as they are touched — looks around for ſome permanent 
Satisfaction, and can find nothing but Diſtreſs and Remorſe 
awaiting it; when the Path behind is marked with the deepeſt 


Traces of Folly and Vic keand the Proſpect before is Eh 
with the Darkneſs of De. pair! f 


And can we refuſe our pity to thoſe who feel the Agonies of 
0 Remorſe, though we abhor the Cauſe which produced them 1 _—_— 

If Mercy hath dawned with gracious Rays on our Boſoms ; — If 
the Rain which Heaven diſtils“ hath waſhed them white as 
Snow, — ſhall we not labour that others, who have more deeply 
offended, may partake the ſame Bleſſing? — And how can the 
Forlorn receive the Comforts of this healing Betheſda, ſo adapted 
to waſh away the Pollutions of Guilt, and cleanſe the Soul, E 
all the Streams of Charity are dried up; or the F lood- Gates of 


Compaſſion ſhut againſt them ? — | 
It is to be feared, that the chilling Neglect of the World, . 


and their own conſcious Turpitude, united to aſſailing Wants 


of various Kinds, keeps many Sinners from Repentance. — They 

cry for Deliverance, yet are left to all the Terrors of their Fate, 
| becauſe no kind Hand is ſtretched forth to pluck them out of the 
& horrible Pit, and out of the miry Clay,” and“ ſet their Feet 


once more upon a Rock where their goings * be eſta- 
bliſhed.“ 


There are many indeed, who never „fell into thoſe Temp- 
« tations which drown the Soul in Perdition :” — whoſe Boſoms 
are as pure as their Conduct is unſullied : and who truly deſerve 
the ſpotleſs Fame they enjoy: — who are bleſſed with the clear 
Sunſhine of an applauding en, and to whom the great 

Pattern 


* Pſalm xl. 2. 


„ 
Pattern of Righteouſneſs and Virtue would * — „ the ſame is 
„my Brother, and Siſter, and Mother.” — Thrice happy are 
thoſe to whoſe Boſoms, Guilt, with its dreadful Attendants — 
Remorſe and Shame, is a Stranger! — Ever may it remain at a 
Diſtance from the Habitations of Purity and Peace! But let 
* him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall. * 


Humility, aided by Prayer, is the beſt Security for our future 
Perſeverance in Virtue ; and Charity is the beſt Tribute of Gra- 
tiude for the paſt. If our Strength has been greater, — if our 
Temptations have been fewer, or our Power of Reſiſtance hath 
been triumphant over yet more Snares, inſtead of boaſting of our 
Fortitude, or confiding in our Reſolutions, let us rather bow 
humbly to the Author of all Grace; and while we afford a Tear 
of ſincere Compaſſion for thoſe who have been leſs firm or leſs 


fortunate, let us recolle& the Words of the Apoſtle — «© Who 


| «© maketh thee to differ ? and what haſt thou that on haſt not 
Of ' received 55 „ 


"Tu therefore, who know the exalted Satisfactions of Virtue, 
by your own happy Experience — who feel her holy Influence, 
like a Light from Heaven kindling in your Hearts — ſoothing 
every Affliction, and alleviating every Load of Life, will not fail, 
1 truſt, particularly to deplore the Miſery of thoſe who have 
unhappily forfeited the Conſolations you enjoy : and the Sweet- 
neſs and Benignity of the Diſpoſition, which excites you to this 

Sympathy of the Guilty and Miſerable, will incline you alſo to 
do all you can to relieve them. | 
D Humanity 


| 1 Cor. Xx. 12. 
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Humanity, Religion, every Attribute of our common Nature, 
every Dictate of Society, and every Precept of the Goſpel, forbid _ 
us to ſay — They have brought their Diſtreſs on themſelves, 
* and therefore let them feel it!“ — They have indeed felt it, — 
but O let them not feel it for ever! This is far different from 
the Judgment, by which we ſhall wiſh to have our future State 
decided. For ever! — will the pitying Eye of God forgive ſuch 
Implacability in the human Heart? — And what if © the Meaſure: 
&« which we mete be meaſured to us again.!” 


The end of Puniſhment. is Reformation: the bitter Draught 
of Afﬀiction may prove a ſalutary Medicine; but unleſs it is 
tempered with the Milk of human Kindneſs,” it may corrode 
the Heart, and aggravate its Anguiſh, but will neither heal its 
Wounds, nor cleanſe its Pollutions. — You then who have 
* eſcaped the Corruptions of the World” — permit me earneſtly 
to ſolicit your Compaſſion, for thoſe of your own Sex, who, 
though they have grievouſly offended, are yet of the fame Nature 
with yourſelves : — yet within the Reach of Divine Mercy — 
and yet capable of being raiſed. by your Aſſiſtance to their ori- 
ginal Rank in the Creation of God. — The Siſters of Sorrow — 
caſt the imploring Look — towards the Sitters of Virtue : — 
' Thouſands are yet at the Doors ſighing for Admittance ! — O 
(hut them not againſt their Hopes; — reſtore them to. Society — 
to themſelves !.— fave them cer they periſh. Such Benevolence 
will brighten the gloomieſt Shades with which Affliction may 
ſurround your Dwellings, — It will viſit you like an Angel of 


Mercy on the Bed of Death, and caſt an enlivening Beam even 
on the Darkneſs of che Grave. 


Thus 


bes 
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Thus will you give a beauteous Evidence of Minds congenial to 
the miniſtering Spirits of the heavenly World, who pitied our 
Diſtreſs and deplored our Guilt when fallen; — who flew on the 
ſwift Wings of Love and Joy, to congratulate the human Race 
on the Birth of the great Saviour of loſt Mankind; and who, 
when proclaiming © Peace on Earth and Goodwill towards Men,” 


aſcribed for the Bleſſings beſtowed upon us, “! Glory to God in the 
60 "I" * | 


Let us ſometimes loſe ourſelves in the Joys or Sorrows.of others: 
— or rather, let thoſe of others conſtitute our own. Oh! let us 


for a Moment reflect on the Happineſs diffuſed by. every. Support, 
which Compaſſion affords to this excellent Charity. — Among 


others, let us think of the Diſtreſs of a Parent's Heart, the 


Treaſure of whoſe Soul, and the Delight of whoſe Eyes, hath 


forſaken at once both him and Virtue. — Behold. the one left 
Heart- broken, in a Houſe where every Object reminds him of 


his former Delight, only to encreaſe his preſent Agony ; - 


while the other, deſerted by her Betrayer, wanders an Outcaſt in 
the Paths of Folly and Vice, till ſhe is ſeduced to the Dwelling- 


Places where ſhe fins in full Security.—Conceive that you behold 


a Siſter humbled to the Duſt with a Senſe of her Crime, while 
the diſgraced Family, that had center'd all it's Affections, all it's 


Hopes, in a favourite Daughter, labours under a Load of Igno- 
miny, which it vainly wiſhes to conceal from the World. — Too 
many, alas, are realizing this horrible Picture. — But though 


nothin g can compleatly heal the deep Wound aParent's Tenderneſs 


receives from ſuch an Event, yet how greatly. does it tend to 


releive its anguiſh, when he knows that this Door of ey i is 


2 Luke ii. 14. 
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thrown open to the wretched Fugitive —who has fled from Guilt 
and Deceit, to a Sanctuary, which parental Juſtice, and a Regard 
to the Peace, Credit, and Honour of his Houſe, might make it 
impoſſible ſhe ſhould receive at Home. — 


Yours then, it is to ſupport an Inſtitution, fraught with theſe 
Bleſſings. — Yours to lead back the unfortunate from the peri- 
lous Walks of Error, Folly and Vice, to thoſe Paths which 
Virtue adorns with unfading Charms, and Hope refreſhes with 
perpetual Conſolations : — Yours, to revive the drooping Spirit, 
and brighten the Countenance that Sorrow has clouded. — 
Yours perhaps, not only to prevent the grey Hairs of the aged 
Parent, from ſinking in Diſgrace and Anguiſh to the Grave, — 
but to fit even theſe for the Society of bleſſed Spirits above, 
whom Vice and Infamy had before diſqualified for the de- 
cent Intercourſes of common Life on Earth. — If we have any 
real Senſibility, theſe Conſiderations muſt fink deep into our 
Boſoms, till they ſettle into Principles, and influence our Con- 


 .dut.—He who wipes the Tear from the Cheek of the Penitent— 


who reſcues the Wretched from Diſeaſe and Perdition, may alſo 
«© fave a Soul from Death; and he will ſurely be rewarded by 
the Power whoſe Benevolence he imitates. 


That an Imitation ſo exalted may be the great Object of our 
Ambition; — that every one preſent may feel his Heart expand and 
his Hand open. — and that every return of this Day, may ſee freſh 
Offerings of true Piety in this Temple of Mercy — may God 
grant. To whom, with the Son and the Holy Ghoſt, be all 
Honour and Praiſe, now and for ever. Amen ! 


FINIS. 
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